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PERC GALA DINNER PROGRAM 

 

Reception, 2nd Floor 
  

PERC Gala Celebration 2013:  You Change Lives 
 3rd Floor 

 
Welcome & Champagne Toast 

The Rev. Birgit Solano, Board President 
  

Pledge of Allegiance 
Niurka “Nikki” Mederos, Board Secretary 

 
Invocation 

Fr. Peter Wehrle, PERC Board Treasurer 
   

Keynote Address 
Emory Edwards, Executive Director 

 
Remembering Beatriz Rea, PERC Trustee and Treasurer 

The Rev. Vincent Fortunato, OFM Cap. 
 

Video Presentation, 
Provided by Jefrerey Arias and Frankie Blanco 

 
Silent Auction and Raffle Announcement, Holly Aquino 

   
Dinner, Followed by Awards 

  
Bruce Markowitz, Palisades Medical Center CEO and President 

Presented by Thomas M. Venino Jr., Board Vice President 
  

Thomas Harrigan, PERC Program Director 
Presented by Emory Edwards, Executive Director 

  
 Dessert 

  
Silent Auction, Raffle, and 50/50  

Winner Announcements begin at 9:30 p.m. 
  

Share the Good Work of PERC with your Friends and Neighbors 
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32 Years of Changing Lives 

 

Welcome to PERC’s Annual “Welcome to Summer” Gala.  For us, “You Change 

Lives” is more than a theme.  It is a daily reality.   

Behind every statistic, there is a face.  We see the joy in the faces of our chil-

dren in the PERC Kids Homework Club as they learn.  We see the relief on a 

guest’s face when they learn that they have a safe space to stay for the night.  

We see smiles on the faces of our dinner guests as they eat a delicious, home 

cooked meal.  We see the anxiety on the faces of many who come to our 

doors for groceries worried about making ends meet. 

Tonight, we are celebrating people who change lives.   

Bruce Markowitz, CEO and President of Palisades Medical Center is creating 

sustainable healthcare systems for our community’s most fragile residents.  

Tom Harrigan has dedicated his entire life to the service of others, the last 20 

years at PERC where he first joined us as a volunteer.  Beatriz Rea left us all 

too soon after a life built on helping people in need as a PERC Trustee and in 

service to her church. 

You change lives through your donations, gifts and time.  You own every suc-
cess, and, without you, people would be left hungry, without shelter, and, 
worse yet, without hope.  For 32 years you have brought hope and opportu-
nity to our community, and we thank you. 
 

Faithfully, 

 
Birgit Solano     Emory Edwards 
President, PERC Board of Trustees   Executive Director 
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Keep in touch with  PERC! 

 Like us on Facebook  at www.facebook.com/percshelter 
 Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/percshelter  
 Visit us at  www.percshelter.org 
 Visit us at www.youcanendhunger.org 
 Call us at 201-348-8150 

 Email us at info@percshelter.org 

FAST FACTS 

Last year PERC: 

 Provided 19,315 nights of shelter to men, women, 
and families. 

 Moved 46% of our shelter guests into permanent 
housing, far above the national average.  

 Provided 82,822 meals through our soup kitchen 
to people who would have otherwise gone hungry. 

 Provided groceries for over 12,000 low-income 
people through our weekly food pantry. 

 

The number of people we help increases each year, 

but resources have not kept up with demand.  Each 

year we do more while working with less.  We need 

and appreciate your support. 

Thank you. 
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PERC Gala Honorees 

 

Bruce J. Markowitz, CEO & President, Palisades Medical Center 

Palisades Medical Center is leading the way in the health 
care industry in Hudson County. Under the leadership of 
Bruce J. Markowitz, Palisades Medical Center continually 
provides superior care along with innovative and pro-
gressive solutions. PERC Shelter is happy to know quality 
care is available to all of our shelter residents when 
needed. We especially thank them for the mental health 
services provided through the Palisades Counseling Cen-
ter. 
 

Palisades Medical Center is a key organization in helping our residents improve 
their health and their lives. 

 

 

 Thomas Harrigan, PERC Program Director 

Tom is the heart and soul of PERC, and most people can-
not think of us without thinking of Tom.  As our program 
director, he oversees our four emergency shelter pro-
grams, case management and related programming and 
referral services.  Tom began his tenure at PERC in 1992 
as a volunteer.  He enjoyed helping people who were 
homeless or in dire need of help to find new opportuni-
ties for another chance to succeed at life.   

Tom was first hired as a part-time staff member before 
becoming fulltime Program Director, once serving as Acting Executive Director. 
Tom's skill and commitment for serving those least among us is evident in the 
high percentage of permanent housing placements of our shelter guests, in-
cluding 100% of our family shelter guests.  Thank you, Tom. 
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In Remembrance 

 

Beatriz Rea, PERC Trustee 

PERC remembers the life of Beatriz Rea, our friend and 
supporter.  Her heart was always fixed on those among 
us who have the least.  Bea passed away unexpectedly 
earlier this year. Her loss is still being felt greatly by her 
friends and family, and the community has lost a tireless 
servant to the poor and marginalized.   

Bea was the Director of Planned Giving for the Capuchin 
Franciscan Friars, Province of the Stigmata of St. Francis 
in  Union City.  

The Capuchin Franciscan Friars live a life inspired by St. Francis of Assisi and are 
committed to serving the poor.  As PERC also serves the poor, you can imagine 
how a strong relationship came to develop between PERC, the Capuchin Friars 
and Bea.  As a member of the PERC Board of Trustees and having served as 
Treasurer, Bea was committed to making Hudson County and the world a bet-
ter place.  Bea, you will be missed. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

PERC salutes all of the people who make our community a better place and 
who make this important work possible.. As a result of their kind support, PERC 
has been able to empower thousands of women, men, and children, provide 
for their basic needs, and offer opportunity and hope for a brighter future.  Our 
work would not be possible without people like you. 
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GALA SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
 

Presenting Sponsor 
Palisades Medical Center Foundation 

 

Platinum Sponsor 
UPS 

 

Gold Sponsor 
Rev. Peter Wehrle, Our Lady of Fatima Church, North Bergen 

 

Silver Sponsor 
Capuchin Franciscan Friars 

Design 42 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

Provident Bank 
Venino & Venino Counsellors At Law 
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Platinum Sponsor 

UPS commends PERC for their tireless efforts 

in building up local communities 

At UPS, we believe our business success depends upon balancing economic, social and environ-
mental objectives. UPS provides optimal service and value to our customers by striving for the 
highest operational efficiencies and minimizing impact to the environment. From philanthropic 
and workforce investments to infrastructure and energy initiatives, UPS continues to focus on 
improving the global communities in which we do business every day. 

 

Learn more at www.ups.com 
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When I was hungry, you gave me to eat; 

When I was thirsty, you gave me to drink. 

 

When I was homeless, you opened your door; 

When I was naked, you gave me your coat. 

 

Thank You For Being There 

For All Of God’s Children 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Peter G. Wehrle 

Our Lady of Fatima Church 

8016 Kennedy Boulevard West 

North Bergen, New Jersey 07047 

Gold Sponsor 
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HONORABLE MAYOR 

NICHOLAS J. SACCO 

Department of Public Affairs 

 

 

COMMISSIONER FRANK GARGIULO 

Department of Public Works 

 

 

COMMISSIONER ALLEN PASCUAL 

Department of Revenue and Finance 

 

 

COMMISSIONER THERESA FERRARO 

Department of Public Safety 

 

 

COMMISSIONER HUGO CABRERA 

Department of Parks and Recreation 
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Contact Jerry Koehler 
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for providing shelter, giving low-income 

children a fair start at life, and feeding 

people who would otherwise go hungry. 
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St. Joseph of the Palisades Parish 

. . Is grateful for the 

Wonderful work of 

PERC 

Here in our community! 



 

PERC’s Welcome to Summer Gala    May 21, 2013 

Thank you to our friends at PERC for the 

wonderful services they provide to our friends 

and clients in the Hudson County community. 

    Best wishes, 

    Kevin and Mike Purvin 

 

 

Congratulations to the Honorees 

 

Henry Velez, MD 

Independent Medical Examinations 

201-794-6411 
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Tom, 

I am so very proud of your accom-
plishments an am continually inspired 
by your wisdom and dedication to the 
homeless. PERC could not exist with-
out you. 

I thank you for everything you taught 
me. 

Matt Kamin 
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In honor of Dan Henkel 

For his dedication to PERC 

And for his 42nd birthday! 

- Allyson Henkel 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO 
 

BRUCE MARKOWITZ & 
TOM HARRIGAN 

 
And in gratitude to Beatriz Rea 

 
VENINO AND VENINO 

Counsellors at Law 

8000 Kennedy Boulevard 

North Bergen, New Jersey 07047 

201-861-0100 

Ninety-Nine Years of Service 

Congratulations to PERC and their honorees for uniting 

to end homelessness! 
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PERC would like to thank Classic Party Rentals for 
providing our table centerpieces for this  

evening’s event.  Your generosity is  
greatly appreciated!   



 

PERC’s Welcome to Summer Gala    May 21, 2013 



 

With Help There Is Hope . . .   www.percshelter.org 



 

PERC’s Welcome to Summer Gala    May 21, 2013 

 

Gala Dinner Committee 2013 
 

Richard Blas, Chair 
Holly Aquino 

Albert Cabrera 
Pura Cabrera 
Mirta Cairo 

Diane Cappelluti 
Nikki Mederos 

 
PERC also thanks… 

 
Classic Party Rentals 

Debbie Massi 
Denis Finnin, photographer 

Janet MacMillan 
Marian Helpers, Our Lady of Fatima Church 

Wrap 4 a Smile Foundation 
& 

All of PERC’s staff and volunteers who 
Worked to make this event possible 

PERC relies on financial, material, and volunteer support from our commu-

nity to serve those who are most in need.  We accept donations of fresh 

produce, meat, canned goods, boxed food, and toiletries.  The PERC Thrift 

Shop accepts donations of clothing and other household items.  
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7600 River Road, North Bergen, NJ, 07047 

(201) 854-5000 

www.palisadesmedical.org 

We thank our  

Presenting Sponsor 


